
Journalism Syllabus 

Yearbook & Newspaper 
 

Welcome to Publications!  I have outlined information you will need to do well in this class.  It will also give 

you an idea of what to expect throughout the year. 

 

Contact Information 

Email:  Kaylin.Frost@k12.sd.us 

Phone:  605-472-4520 ext. 1054 

https://www.redfield.k12.sd.us/Page/134 

 

Course Description 

Students will learn the basics of computer layout and design using Pagemaker and Yeartech programs. Students 

will also learn digital photography, 35mm photography, using a scanner to manipulate photographs, and the 

writing skills required for print journalism. Requirements of this course include being a member of the 

yearbook and newspaper staff. Students are expected to complete out-of-class activities such as reporting, 

soliciting advertisements from local businesses, fundraising, taking pictures at activity/sporting events and 

working at various concession stands.   

 

Expectations 

1. All students are expected to participate and contribute to a positive classroom environment. 

2. Respect your teachers, your peers, our school, and yourself.  

3. Keep hands, feet, & belongings to yourself. Please keep your bookbags, computer bags, etc., next to 

your table and not in the walking space between tables. 

4. Teasing, rude comments, rough-housing, and bullying will not be tolerated.  

5. Please use the bathroom & get drinks between classes.  

6. Be on time and be prepared. Bring your supplies EVERY day. This includes your computer, charger and 

headphones. HAVE YOUR COMPUTER CHARGED and ready for class!  

7. Please refer to the Redfield MS/HS Student Handbook for additional policies about expectations and 

classroom procedures. 

 

Curriculum 

 Your grade will be determined by daily assignments that will prepare you for creating our school 

 newspaper and yearbook.  Once we start having deadlines, you will be graded on those assignments. 

 Your grade will be figured by points accumulated / total points possible. 

 

 You will be expected to help with outside-of-class activities, such as concession stands, soliciting 

 advertisements, taking pictures and reporting.  All of these activities are a vital part of creating the 

 newspaper and yearbook. 

 

 Deadlines:  Just a note about deadlines:  They are VERY, VERY, VERY IMPORTANT!  If we do not 

 meet our deadlines, our yearbook delivery date in the fall gets pushed to the end of the line.  It also costs 

 more money to produce our yearbook if we miss a deadline.  Be organized and if you need help – ASK! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.redfield.k12.sd.us/Page/134


Course Objectives 

Students will focus on learning skills to increase their competence in the following areas: 

• determining news values 
• selecting news stories and in-depth stories 
• selecting feature stories 
• selecting sports stories 
• selecting opinion articles 
• developing and applying legal and ethical knowledge 
• learning aspects of the interviewing process 
• learning aspects of journalism and research skills 
• learning aspects of journalism note-taking skills 
• learning source-identification aspects, use 
• learning aspects of proper attribution in stories 
• writing news stories 
• writing feature stories 
• writing sports stories 
• writing in-depth stories 
• writing editorials 
• writing columns and commentary 
• writing reviews 
• learning journalism-editing procedures as part of the writing process 
• developing art ideas and producing art work 
• developing design ideas 
• designing and laying out pages 
• learning the photographic process 
• identifying new trends in content and design 
• learning advertising procedures 
• learning to use the computer in publications work  

 

As each of you will have a laptop/tablet through the school, you will be required to use it for senior English.  

Weekly assignments will be posted on my web site (which can be found on the school website under staff). 

We will utilize sites such as Google Classroom and Yearbook Avenue. 

 

There are links to the Jostens and other yearbook-related websites.  You can get some good ideas, as 

well as track our progress of the publication of our book at this site. 

 

Grading Scale 

 A:  100-93     

 B:    92-86    

 C:   85-78       

 D:   77-70  

 F:   69-0  

 

 

 

 

 



Assignment Completion (as found in the student handbook) 

 

The Redfield School District believes that our students need to learn and achieve at a proficient academic level.  

In order to reach proficiency, students are expected to complete ALL classroom assignments.  If a student fails 

to complete an assignment, he/she will be subject to the following consequences:   

➢ Students will receive one (1) free pass per class per semester where no detention will be given but the 

grade deduction still affects the assignment. 

➢ Student will receive a 30 minute detention and grade deduction per teacher policy. Date and time will be 

determined by the teacher. 

➢ Students will notify their parent/guardian by phone of the unfinished assignment. 

➢ Assignments that are three days late will result in a zero recorded in the gradebook and Saturday School.  
 

Grade Deduction for Late Assignments 

➢ An assignment is considered late if you do not turn it in when I ask for it to be turned in. If you do not 

have your homework completed when you come to class, you will be given detention. 

➢ Deduct 20% off the score if a late assignment is turned in by the next class period. 

➢ Deduct 50% off the score if a late assignment is turned in within two class periods. 

➢ No credit will be given for assignments after the third day without approval by the teacher of 

extenuating circumstances. 

 

Makeup Work 

 You will receive the same amount of days to finish your homework that you missed due to an illness.  If 

you know you will be gone, makeup work must be completed and turned in prior to leaving.  If work is not 

turned in prior to a leave, the assignments will be considered late. 

 

Discipline 

I will be following the point system that has been implemented by Redfield Public School.  Refer to your 

Redfield Middle School / High School Student Handbook for specifications – this can be found on the 

school website at https://www.redfield.k12.sd.us/. 

 

 

https://www.redfield.k12.sd.us/

